Scientists interested in the biology of nausea and vomiting, as well as physicians who treat patients whose lives are negatively affected by these conditions, work in many different academic and clinical departments. Consequently, they attend a variety of professional conferences and publish their research in diverse discipline-specific journals, which has constrained communication in the field. this lack of communication has limited progress in understanding the biological mechanisms that produce nausea and vomiting, and finding treatments for these medical problems.
For this reason, we organized a conference that included scientists and clinicians from a variety of specialties with an interest in the biology and treatment of nausea and vomiting. the conference was held on October 3-4, 2013, on the campus of the University of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Over 100 individuals attended the conference and traveled from as far away as australia ( Fig. 1 ; http://internationalvomitingconference.org). this meeting was supported in part by grant from the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Disorders of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). a major success of the event was travel support provided to 11 early career investigators to present their research findings, which was possible because of NIH funding and an award from the Cyclic Vomiting Syndrome association.
this issue of Experimental Brain Research contains 23 manuscripts related to presentations at the conference, including 9 reviews and 14 presentations of original data. among the topics considered are the efficacy of different mechanisms in eliciting nausea and vomiting, assessing the severity of nausea, integration of neural signals by brain regions that coordinate nausea and vomiting, and treatment options for patients suffering from nausea and vomiting. a variety of triggers can elicit nausea and vomiting, including ingested toxins, particular drugs such as anesthetics and cancer therapeutics, pregnancy, radiation, and motion that produces unexpected sensory inputs (Stern et al. 2011) . Some individuals also suffer from cyclic vomiting syndrome, an under-recognized and often misdiagnosed condition that results in recurring attacks of nausea and vomiting without any apparent triggering mechanism (lee et al. 2012) . It is believed that common neural mechanisms mediate nausea and vomiting, despite the etiology, but there is considerable lack of insight into these mechanisms. a strong consensus from the meeting was that additional multidisciplinary venues are needed to catalyze the scientific relationships required to understand the neural underpinnings of nausea and vomiting and to develop treatments for these conditions. Post-conference surveys indicated that the event was a major success (Fig. 2) . another conference is planned for 2015, and efforts are underway to organize an academic society with a focus on nausea and vomiting. Fig. 2 Results of the postmeeting survey of attendees of "Biology and Control of Nausea and Vomiting 2013". the electronic survey had a 59 % response rate
